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Margaret Eveline Slaven, now Mrs J. H. Patterson, 
lives at Marlintou. Mr Patterson is the Clerk of tbe 
Pocahontas Circuit Court. He was a Confederate sol¬ 
dier from start to finish, and shared the perils of those 
who were first in battle and last in retreat. 

Sarah Slaven was first married to Peter H. Slaven, 
and lived at Monterey, Virginia. Their son Emmet 
lives in Nebraska. Her second marriage was with 
Arista Hartman, now living in Kausas. 

Winfield T. Slaven married Nannie P. Ruckman, 
and lives near Marvin. 

In reference to the daughters, it is interesting to 
note that Eleanor and Margaret were twins. Mildred 
and Alice were also twin sisters. 

John Slaven and wife, the ancestral pioneers, that 
had their home on the beautiful banks of the upper 
Greenbrier, had a married life of fifty-two years, ten 
months, and twenty-one days. It would be well could 
their graves be identified, where unheeded o’er their 
silent dust the storms of the eventful present and the 
recent past have raged in such ominous fury. The 
story of their lives helps us very much towards a proper 
understanding of what it cost to make it possible for 
the comforts that gladden our lives. 


CHARLES AND JACOB KINNISON, 

Among the earlier pioneers of the Little Levels were 
Jacob and Charles Kinnison. They were among the 
persons who had heard the wonderful intelligence 
brought in by a half demented neighbor, that lie had 
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seen streams flowing towards the west during his last 
excursion in the wilderness regions beyond. In their 
explorations of the Greenbrier Valley they found John 
McNeel, a refugee neighbor, near Millpoint. He gave 
them the benefit of his observations, and the three 
persons attempted permanent settlements about 1765, 
and thus left their old homes a few miles of Winches¬ 
ter, Va., near Capon Springs. 

Charles Kinnison's wife was Martha Day. About 
the time of Braddock's defeat she and her mother were 
taken prisoners by the Indians, in the Capon neighbor¬ 
hood. On the morning after the captivity, Mrs Day 
remarked to her friends that she believed the Indians 
intended to kill her. 

“Oh, mother, what makes you think so?” exclaimed 
Martha. 

“Because they have given moccasins to all the pris¬ 
oners but me, and have left me bare footed,' replied 
the mother. 

When all were ready to move on a warrior walked 
up to Mrs Day and with his war club struck her a stun¬ 
ning blow between her shoulders, knocking the breath 
out of her, and then in an instant lifted her scalp-lock. 
She was left there in a state of insensibility, and it was 
never known whether she recovered consciousness or 
died immediately. 

The lands settled by Charles Kinnison are now oc¬ 
cupied by Sherman H. Clark as a residence. Charles 
Kinnison remained on this place until he was far ad¬ 
vanced in life, when he migrated to Ohio. Mr and 
Mrs Kinnison were the parents of two daughters, whose 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



H18TORY OF POCAHONTA8 COUNTY 


151 


names are not remembered: and five sons, David, 
Charles, Mark, Nathaniel and Amos. 

David Kinnison was born June 7, 1767. He mar¬ 
ried Susanna Hughes, a sister of Moses and Milburn 
Hughes. She was born April 17, 1767. He died in 
1835, aged 67 years. She died in 1854, aged 83 
years. David Kinnison, soon after his marriage, set¬ 
tled north of Millpoint, where Kenney Hogsett lives. 
They were the parents of two daughters, Esther, who 
became Mrs William McNeel, and Elizabeth; and these 
are the names of the seven sons: Charles, William, 
Lawrence, Mark, David, James, and Jacob. All these 
children went west, except Jacob Kinnison, and we 
have no information as to their families. 

Jacob Kinnison married in 1828 Catherine Clenden- 
nin, a sister of William and John Clendennin, and set¬ 
tled on the homestead. In reference to their children 
we have this information: Hannah was the first wife 
of the late William Morrison, near Buckeye; William 
married Jane, daughter of Squire John McNeil, and 
lived on Dry Branch. He was a Union soldier. Hez- 
ekiah Bland married Elizabeth Ann Silva, and located 
in Braxton County; Allen married Rebecca Perkins and 
lives on the Greenbrier east of Hillsboro; Nancy is now 
Mrs John D. Rorke, at Marlinton. Sarah Ann be¬ 
came Mrs Isaac Hill on HilPs Creek; John Bland died in 
early youth; David Dyerly, a Confederate soldier, died 
during the war. Mrs Catherine Kinnison died in 1864. 
Jacob Kinnison was a well known citizen, and served 
many years as constable of his district. He seemed 
never suited in politics and would sometimes decline 
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voting, and claimed to be a conservative. 

Nathaniel Kinnison, of (diaries the pioneer, came in_ 
from Ohio on a visit, and died near Green Bank. 

Amos Kinnison, of (diaries the pioneer, married 
Nancy Casebolt, on the Greenbrier, and settled on 
part of the homestead now in the possession of John 
B. Kinnison, two miles west of Hillsboro. Their child¬ 
ren were David, Martha, and John Barlow. 

David married and settled near Charleston. 

Martha became the wife of Zechariah Armentrout, 
and settled in Nicholas County. John Armentrout, 
her son, a Confederate soldier, had his head torn off by 
a solid cannon shot at the battle of King’s Saltworks. 

John Barlow Kinnison married Deida Gillespie Mor¬ 
rison, and settled on the homestead. He farmed and 
operated a flourishing blacksmith shop. He was an 
expert at the anvil, and by patient industry and econo¬ 
my he acquired a fine estate, now occupied by his 
children. 

In reference to his family, we learn that his only 
daughter Caroline died aged four years. 

James Claiborne first married Rachel Kellison; sec¬ 
ond marriage w 7 as with Martha Cutlip, and he now lives 
on Hills Creek. 

Thomas Franklin married Julia Hanna, of Green¬ 
brier County, and lives at the homestead. 

John Wesley married Alice Hill, and lives on prop¬ 
erty recently held by the late Thomas Hill. 

George Allen Kinnison married Serena Brock and 
lives on Hills Creek. 

Doctor Morgan Kinnison married Cora, daughter of 
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Isaac Hill, and lives on Hills Creek. 

John B. Kiunison’s father, Amos Kinnison, died 
March 10, 1860, aged 82 years, 2 months, 7 days; his 
mother, Nancy, died March 18, 1870, aged 84 years, 

10 months, 6 days; his wife, Deida, died July 20, 
1890, aged 60 years, 2 months, 23 days. 

Jacob Kinnison, the fellow pioneer, with his brother 
Charles, located on lands just east of Hillsboro, lately 1 
occupied by his sons, Nathaniel and William Kinni¬ 
son. There was one daughter Elizabeth, who was 
never married. Nathaniel Kinnison was never mar¬ 
ried also, and brother and sister kept house for a great 
many years. The neatness and generous hospitality 
that characterized this home made it pleasant for the 
itinerant ministers for a long while. Nathaniel died 
February 13, 1859, at a very advanced age, leaving 
lived a consistent Christian life. 

William Kinnison married Nancy Oldham of Locust, 
and settled on the homestead. There were two daugh¬ 
ters and four sons. Sarah became Mrs William Old¬ 
ham, Elizabeth Mrs James Burnsides, first wife. 

The sons were Davis, John, Nathaniel, and William. 
The three sons first named were Confederate soldiers. 

Davis Kinnison ranked among the first class of our 
county citizenship. He was for many years a magis¬ 
trate in his district. He received a liberal education 
at the Hillsboro Academy, mainly under the tuition of 
Rev Dunlap. Mr Dunlap regarded him as one of the 
most exemplary young persons he had ever instructed. 

Squire Davis Kinnison died in 1893, about 62 years 
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of age. 

Charles and Jacob Kimiison, the pioneer brothers, 
were skillful workers iu wood with the broad axe and 
whip saw. Some of the first carpenter work ever done 
in this county was by them and Richard Ilill. 

Charles Kimiison hewed the logs for John McNeel, 
pioneer. The building yet stands. He also prepared 
the logs for the house now dwelt in by C’laiborne Mc¬ 
Neil, near Buckeye. His services were greatly valued 
in planning and constructing forts. 

Thus with assistance of J. B. Kimiison and Allan 
Kinuison, something has been attempted to embalm 
the memories of these good men and their worthy de¬ 
scendants. We believe it is the temper of many of the 
living Kinnisons to sec that the lustre of the Kinnison 
name shall not be tarnished, but rendered more illus¬ 
trious by all the facilities that may come to hand. 


ARCHIBALD CLENDENNIN, 

The Clendennin name has been familiar as a house¬ 
hold word to our people for more than a hundred years. 

They are the descendants of Archibald Clendenniu, 
who was one of the pioneers of Greenbrier County, 
and lived in the Big Levels, not far from Lewisburg. 
The place has been long known as the Ballard Smith 
homestead. 

Charles Clendenniu was slain by the Indians in 1763 
and was survived by two sons, George and Charles. 
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